1941 Willys coupe


Est. 600+hp, 540 cu. in. “Big Block” Chevy V8 engine, Holly 1050 D.P. carburetor, Glide two-speed transmission, heavy duty custom-modified suspension, four-wheel disc brakes.  Wheelbase: 104”
John North Willys was an early motoring pioneer building Overland cars beginning in 1907.  Willys was a born salesman, rather than engineer and offered a wide range of models under Willys and Overland nameplates.  Financial difficulties in 1919 resulted in the banks appointing Walter P. Chrysler to take charge of operations.  After two years, the company was once more on firm financial ground and John Willys regained control.  Willys soon had production up from 50,000 units a year to over 200,000 cars annually.  After introducing the successful Whippet he left his company in the charge of others and was appointed America’s first ambassador to Poland.  But, in 1932 he was requested by President Hoover to return to his company, which was failing due to the Great Depression.

A low-priced Willys 77 was introduced that provided excellent performance, yet delivered 30 miles per gallon.  Now in receivership, Willys reorganized the company, but the strain resulted in a heart attack and after running the company from his bed, he died in 1935, shortly before Willys became independent again.  A new 77 was announced, plus the Americar and Joseph Frazer became president.  Yet, it was the Jeep, which would soon make Willys famous. 

In 1940 under the direction of Frazer, the Overland name was finally dropped on the Willy badge.  In 1941 the Model 441 became known as the Americar with slightly more horsepower and a two-inch longer wheelbase.  Available in three trim lines in Coupe and Sedan form the styling was Ford-like with faired-in headlamps, a sharply-pointed nose over a small vertical-bar grille.  Buyers were impressed enough to purchase 28,935 Americars in 1941, but the Coupe design became far more powerful over a decade later as a dragster and hot rod.  The popularity of the three-window coupe was such that it soon became an American icon in hotted-up form.

This professional-built hot rod was originally designed for both street and drag strip use.  Constructed as a show quality rod it was painted a dazzling purple made even more eye-popping by the yellow and red flames pouring over its nose and hood.  Sitting low on its ultra-wide performance tires this Willys is one purposeful-looking machine.

Inside, leather and blue tweed cloth seating and panels, as well as full carpeting continue to make everything warm and comfortable.  Yet, it is clearly evident this interior was also designed for go, as well as show.  A powder-coated Morrison tube frame was an 8-point chromoly roll cage was NHRA certified and the Glide two-speed is ready to pull this Willys through the quarter mile in under 10 seconds at nearly 140 miles per hour.

Life the hood and see why.  Although beautifully finished and ready for concours judging the 540 cubic inch “Big Block” Chevy V8 engine with its Brodix 130-2X heads, stainless valves, Isky Roller cams, Wisco pistons, Manley Rods and Holley carburetor are not just dress-up items.  A Ford nine-inch rear end with Nodular housing and a 4.33:1 ratio, handle all that power.   Custom aluminum polished fittings galore and a stainless steel fuel cell and battery box are just a few examples of the quality of workmanship in this Willys street rod.

Beautifully built, this custom 1941 Willys Coupe Street Rod was a Dupont Top Gun Award Winner and was featured in their millennium calendar.  Still as fast and eye-catching as ever, this ultimate Willys is perfect for drag racing, cruising or just a quick jaunt down to your favorite burger, fries and shake hangout.  

Please note the serial number for this car 41168309783.

